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Notre Dame de Paris
Construction began:1163 Completed :1345
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Religion in the Middle Ages

Clergy was organized in strict hierarchy of rank



Religion in the Middle Ages
Cardinals most important and powerful clergy; 
advised pope on legal and spiritual matters

Raphael, Portrait of a Cardinal, 
1510-12 

Pope Francis with Cardinals, 2013
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7 Sacraments
1. Baptism

5.Holy Orders / Ordination

2. Confirmation

4. Holy Eucharist
3. Penance/Confession

6. Matrimony
7. Last Rites /
    Anointing of the Sick



The Church had a Powerful Political 
and Economic Role

Throughout the Middle Ages, the church
was one of the few sources of leadership
and stability that people could rely upon.
One historian has noted that “The 
continuity and the authority of the Church 
of Rome stood out in marked contrast
against the short-lived kingdoms which
rose and fell in the early Middle Ages.” As
a result, the Catholic church became one
of medieval Europe’s most powerful and
enduring institutions.



Religion in the Middle Ages
Kings or nobles selected bishops based on 
family connections or political power



The Church and Medieval Life
Popes held political and spiritual power over 

monarchs = sometimes in conflict
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Religion in the Middle Ages

By 1200s, the church was a leading landowner
and wealthiest institution in Europe 

The church also had the 
power to tax; parish priests 
collected a tithe = one-tenth of 
a person’s income
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Spread of Monasticism
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Influences of Monasteries

1. Preserved and copied ancient and classical texts
  
2. Schools

3. Hospitals

4. Soup kitchens and orphanages

5. Guest houses for weary travelers

6. Taught peasants farming and animal husbandry

7. Advances in manufacturing and crafts
  (ex. cheese, wine, cloth)



Benedictine Order

• 529 founded a monastery in Monte Cassino Italy
• Rule of St. Benedict became a model for monastic 

communities
– Manual work
– Meditation
– Prayer

• Life of Prayer, Silence, Poverty, Chastity



Franciscan Order
Founded in early 1200s by St. Francis of Assisi

    Lord, make me an instrument of  Thy peace;
    where there is hatred, let me sow love;

    where there is injury, pardon;
    where there is doubt, faith;
    where there is despair, hope;

    where there is darkness, light;
    and where there is sadness, joy. 

-Prayer of St. Francis



Scholasticism

• By 11th-12th centuries, universities were 
created in Bologna, Paris, Oxford, Cambridge,
 & other cities

• St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274)
Go to text p. 36: What did Aquinas believe about 
how reason and faith worked together?



III. The Church and Medieval Life

Heretics - people who denied the church’s
principles



The Inquisition

What was its purpose?
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